
 

 

 

Katie Emond joined our team right from the beginning, and writes us right  

Volunteer in 
Profile: 
Katie Emond, 
Communications 
Chair 

GGF is fully run by volunteers – our 
board, our portfolio chairs, our future 
preceptors, and everyone who helps 
out with events – all do it on their own 
time.  In order to highlight the great 
work that they do, we thought we’d 
highlight them in our newsletters and 
on our website.  First up: Katie 
Emond, our Communications Chair.  

How did you get involved in 
GGF? 
Katie: Christine Gibson (one of GGF’s 
founders) and I have been friends for 
11 years.  In all the time I’ve known 
her, she’s been passionate about 
family medicine.  Whether it be  

through teaching at the U of C or 
volunteering in remote villages in 
Nepal, Laos and Tanzania, she’d 
always talk about ways to promote 
and improve family medicine for all.  
Her enthusiasm for medicine and life 
in general is contagious and when she 
asked for my help with some of the 
communications work for GGF, I 
couldn’t say no.  Plus hearing some of 
the statistics about the difficulties 
people living in resource poor 
communities face when trying to 
access basic medical care is 
staggering and I really want to help in 
any way I could.   
 
What are some of the challenges 
working as Communications 
Chair? 
Katie: Well first off I’m not a doctor, 
so keeping up with all the medical 
jargon is super challenging.  
Secondly, as a start-up charity, 
communicating all of the things we 
want to do, before we have the 
resources to do actually can be 
difficult. 
 
What do you hope to accomplish 
as Communications Chair? 
Katie: Within the communications 
portfolio, our main goal would be to  

let people know who we are and 
why the work we are doing is 
important.  We would also like to 
help our fundraising and events 
committee get the word out about 
why they should donate to GGF 
and support our events.  Finally I 
think we’d like to engage other 
global health and family medicine 
groups/charities/institutions etc.  
in conversations about important 
public health issues. 

Random question time: 
Stampede fever has hit in 
Calgary, we are not sure if 
there is a medical cure for this 
one – what’s your favourite 
midway food and why? 
Katie: Well my birthday usually 
falls during Stampede, and I gotta 
say, mini-donuts are the perfect 
substitute for birthday cake! 

 

 

 


