
 

 
 

GGF hosted its first community 
engagement session this April, 
called the Waiting Room 
Sessions.  Hosted at Capitol Hill 
Community Hall, local family 
doctors gave two excellent talks.  
Skende Huskic helped 
coordinate the event, booking 
the hall and getting lots of 
informational pamphlets for 
each topic. 
 
Paula Fayerman discussed 
women's health screening.  It 

helped everyone present 
understand why some women 
need to be screened at a given 
age and risk for cervical or 
breast cancer and what results 
mean.  In discussing guidelines, 
everyone learned how the data 
could be interpreted in different 
ways and that everyone should 
make an individual, informed 
choice.  Christine from GGF 
mentioned that cervical cancer 
kills many young women in 
poorer countries where 
screening is not available. 
 
Pat Connick took on the 
controversial and interesting 
topic of childhood vaccinations.  
It was totally fascinating to hear 
her speak about the historical 
relevance of these, and how 
diseases like smallpox have 
been stopped.   She explained 
the Top 10 myths about 
vaccines, which helped clarify 

the differing information in the 
news. She made it clear that the 
evidence shows they are not 
associated with autism or other 
serious problems, but that they 
can prevent some very important 
and deadly illnesses. 
 
GGF is likely going to offer the 
next session in the fall, and we are 
hoping to find a group who might 
be interested in these or other 
topics.  If you are interested or 
know a group that is, please 
contact events @globalgen.org.  
 
Providing contact with family 
doctors about things that matter to 
you, as well as some information 
about how these topics relate to 
resource-poor settings, is an 
important part of our work. 
 
Thanks to everyone who made our 
first session possible! 
 

GGF presents:  Time with a Family Doctor

waiting room sessions

Dr Christine Gibson
GGF’s Executive Director 
and a Family Doctor in 
Calgary, Christine works 
with vulnerable people 
both here and abroad.

Dr. Pat Connick
A family doctor who has 
worked in Calgary for 
many years, Pat has 
been a true practitioner 
of all aspects of medi-
cine, from birth onwards.

Dr. Paula Fayerman
A medical doctor with a 
holistic approach, Paula 
understands both west-
ern and alternate 
treatment options.  

April 25, 2013
Capitol Hill Community Hall, 
1531 21 Ave NW
5:30 - 6:15  pm
Please RSVP to eventsglobalgen.org.  
First 30 participants will hold one of few 
guaranteed seats

Let’s talk about:

Recommended Childhood 
Vaccinations and 
Women’s Screening Tests 
(Breast, Pap smears)

Do you know of a group that wants to host this event? 

The first Waiting 
Room Session 
educated about 
Vaccines and 
Women’s Health 
Screening 
 


